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University Landscape Architect Willard S. Summers and a scale model 
of a planting in front of Read Hall, a long-range Alumni Association 
projed dating back 25 years. 
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ON THOSE OCCASIONS when we return to our 
Alma Mater we are inclined to take for granted an 
attractive campus, appropriately landscaped. But there 
is one man who knows that such things do not just 
happen. He is Professor Willard S. Summers, Univer-
sity Landscape Architect and Professor of Landscape 
Design. His is the job of developing and maintaining 
the landscape on the 800 acres in four campuses of the 
University System at St. Loui , Rolla, Kansas City and 
Columbia. For Jack of space we will concern ourselves 
primarily with the Columbia Campus. 
How is such a stupendous task approached? Profes-
sor Summers gives first priority to landscaping new 
structures and making them an integral part of the 
Campus. A building completed in the spring or sum-
mer has an atmosphere of belonging by the time the 
freshmen are welcomed in September. The ground has 
been sodded and if trees have not been planted, they 
soon will be. Two or three years may be required to 
complete the landscape with trees, shrubs and vines. 
But the character of the plan will be established right 
away by putting in key plants. 
Next in order is the elimination of signs of repair 
work such as the installation of new sewers, steam lines, 
underground power lines and the like. That is a con-
tinuous task and no small one. 
When time permits there is always work to be done 
around the older buildings where the landscape of a 
previous era is beginning to show sign of deterioration. 
An example is the removal of the Scholar or Pagoda 
tree from the grounds of the President's House. It 
seemed peculiarily appropriate to have a scholar tree 
in that location. And many people will miss the cool, 
cream-colored blossoms that adorned the tree every 
August. But unfortunately it was decayed and damaged 
beyond repair. And other young scholar trees have been 
planted elsewhere on the Campus. 
One of the newer pieces of landscape design of which 
Professor Summers is justly proud is that around the 
Fine Arts Building. A rather general demand for some-
thing to soften the vertical lines of the building led to 
extensive tree planting. Korean dogwood would have 
been used if trees of suitable size had been available. 
Sweet gums were a fortunate second choice when trees. 
of satisfactory size were located at a St. Louis nursery. 
Seventeen of them have transformed the appearance of 
the building. 
It was a sizeable undertaking. The trees, 35 feet tall 
An eddy away from mainstream of traffic at the northwest corner of Jesse Hall. The upright yews are at least 30 yea" old. 
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When a lead man su,pects para• 
sites, inspection follows quickly. 
Northern edge of Red Compus looking northeast. To the left a bank of burning bu,h (euonymus), in the 
foreground, hard maples, and pin oaks in the background. These are the trees replacing elms lost to sleet 
storms. 
md with a diameter of six to seven inches, together 
.vith the necessary ball of earth, weighed some three 
tons each. The sweet gum, one of the most ornamental 
of shade trees, has been used extensively in other loca-
tions on the campus. The star shaped leaves are a 
lustrous green until autumn changes them to yellow, 
red, purple and intermittent hues. The textured gray 
bark is attractive at all seasons and the decorative seed 
balls, suggesting Christmas ornaments, per ist until well 
into the winter. 
ANOTHER IMPORTANT CAMPUS FEATURE that 
Professor Summers has landscaped is the Mall leading 
from Conley Avenue to the Medical Center as an ex-
tension of Ninth Street. The main features here are the 
two fountains and the rows of Scarlet oaks on the out-
side of the two walks. The same species has been 
planted around the Library. Japanese weeping cherries, 
such as those growing in Potomac Park in Washington , 
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D. C., would have given the Mall a cosmopolitan atmo-
sphere, but it was found that they are not adapted to 
the inferior soil of that location . Scarlet oaks, which 
grow in almost any soil, were finally selected in the 
place of the cherries. 
Mayfield Ginkgos, graceful, slender trees some 30 
feet tall, are used for accent at the fountains. Being a 
male tree, the Mayfield does not bear the foul smelling 
fruit found on female trees. Also at the fo untains are 
Spartan roses and Japgarden junipers. The Mall plant-
ing is not complete though the general character of the 
landscape has been achieved. Io time it is expected to 
be one of the focal points of the Campus. In summer 
the avenue of oaks will provide pleasant shade for the 
pedestrian while the fountains will lend a cooling effect. 
The pleasant sod of zoysia grass is expected to make a 
carpet of green during the most trying summer con-
ditions. Its aggressive tendencies might create a prob-
Jem elsewhere, but on the Mall it will be contained by 
concrete walks. 
Other landscape features of special interest are the 
pin oaks surrounding Frances Quadrangle, the redbuds 
in front of the Agriculture Building on Hitt Street and 
the sunken gardens with mugho pines at the Bingham 
dormitory group. 
The pin oaks around Frances Quadrangle are the 
third set of trees that the writer has known in that loca-
tion. The first were American elms. In 1913 they were 
beautiful trees. But they succumbed to age and ice 
storms. The Moline elms that followed them were soon 
victims of a severe sleet and ice storm. The pin oaks 
that have been in position for some 18 years bid fair to 
add their charm to the area for many years to come. 
The redbuds by the Agriculture building are of spe-
cial interest for two reason . Though of native Mis-
souri origin, their clear pink color is more attractive 
than is the magenta of the usual redbud. They were 
found in the wild and developed by an alumnus of the 
Missouri College of Agriculture, Howard Keeton, now 
a nurseryman in Kansas City, with the assistance of a 
Kansas nurseryman, John J. Pinney. 
AN EFFORT IS MADE, when feasible, to establish 
a relation between the landscape and the activity within 
the building being landscaped. For example, ginkgo 
and pine trees have been planted around the Geology 
Building. The ginkgo is well known as a survival from 
geological ages. Both ginkgo and pine are the object 
of study by Geology students. The sweet gums planted 
around the Fine Arts Building are especially appropri-
ate for that situation. There is artistry in every feature 
of the leaf, its shape, texture and color. In winter the 
appealing seed balls and attractive gray bark hold our 
interest. The lines and shape of the tree have an artistic 
appeal at all times. 
Professor Summers explains that budget considera-
tions make necessary a low maintenance development. 
For the most part this rules out such features as hedges, 
flowers and other items calling for more than nominal 
care. The use of ground covers rather than grass reduce 
upkeep requirements in many situations. Frequently 
they give a pleasing effect as well as reducing the cost 
of upkeep. A notable example is the use of Purple Leaf 
honeysuckle on the north side of the Fine Arts Build-
ing. It softens the lines of retaining walls and at the 
same time eliminates mowing where that operation 
would be difficult and time consuming. Low growing 
junipers are also used extensively. Some of the varieties 
are Andorra, Blue Rug and Bar Harbor. 
In Professor Summers, the University has chosen a 
man well qualified to assume the enormous responsi-
bility of perpetuating on all four campuses a landscape 
system that gets its message of beauty and feeling for 
the finer things of life across to all who view it. His 
academic training includes a B.S. in Agriculture with 
a Major in Landscape and Floriculture from the Uni-
versity of Missouri, followed with a degree of Master 
of Landscape Architecture from the University of Mich-
igan. Experience includes ten years as Campus Land-
scape Architect and teacher of Landscape Architecture 
at Washington State University. He has had two hitches 
here at the University of Missouri totalling some seven 
years as teacher and Campus Landscape Architect. 
Now he is challenged with the campus job alone which 
in his words "has unlimited possibilities." 
An effort is made by Professor Summers to keep a 
good representation of native trees on the campus. 
There are oaks and sweet gums in abundance. A few 
Black or Sour gums have been added recently. Lindens, 
maples, possum haws and hawthorns are to be found. 
The Washington hawthorn, one of the best, is supple-
mented with Winter King, a variety of Washington. 
Winter King is a recent introduction that provides a 
magnificent show of coral colored haws well into the 
winter. Three are to be seen on the southeast corner of 
the Library Campus. Others, somewhat larger, are on 
the grounds of the Dobbs dormitorie . 
Professor Summers likes to think of each of the four 
Campuses in terms of an arboretum for the use and 
pleasure of visitors as well as for faculty and students. 
Classes in Botany, Geology, Forestry and Horticulture 
make constant use of the material available. He hopes 
to maintain a wide variety of exotic as well as native 
trees and shrubs. 
The landscape of the campuses should, in the opinion 
of Professor Summers, "provide a background for cam-
pus activities including everyday student activities; con-
tribute to the cultural atmosphere of the academic com-
munity and provide appropriate esthetic beauty." It 
gives dignity, atmosphere and character to the Campus. 
That graduate who does not carry away from the Uni-
versity a store of inspiration and appreciation of such 
intangibles as beauty, culture, and spiritual values bas 
missed something. A well landscaped campus may be 
quite as valuable in developing a well rounded indi-
vidual as are class rooms and laboratories. 
The one area of University grounds that can be 
recognized by old timers as very much the same that 
it was 50 years ago is the park-like northeast corner of 
the Red Campus. And that wooded spot of unspoiled 
beauty with its nostalgic memories is in danger. Plans 
to use it as a building site threaten to eliminate this one 
last bit of natural charm. O 
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